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Sudan accused

of concealing
famine omens

Report tells of devastation by locusts and drought

SUDAN is suppressing har-
vest survey figures which
show that the west of the
country is facing a serious
food shortage this year, ac-
cording to sources close to the
United Nations.

The figures, in a report by a
UN Food Supply Assessment
Mission and other aid agen-
cies, show that drought and
locusts in the Northern Kor-
dofan region have caused a

RICHARD DOWDEN
Africa Editor

aid arrives at the right time at
the right price, and starvation
has been averted.

Crop assessments, move-
ments of grain and local
prices for grain and livestock
can all indicate potential
shortages. Recent surveys in
Northern Kordofan indicate

is now evidence to conclude
that there will be little to no
harvest in most of Northern
Kordofan in 1993,” the report
continues “and significant
amounts of food aid will be re-
quired in 1994.”

Conditions are worst in the
Sodari province of Northern
Kordofan, where 1t barely
rained this year. Even if rain
does come “there will be no
food crop production in
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grain shortfall of more than | that in several areas there will | Sodari province this year”
73,000 tons this year. The pro- | be virtually no harvest this | says the report. _ e o
vincial government would not | year. The report says: “Unless It says that in Bara province

endorse the figures, and the
central government has in-
sisted the report be kept se-
cret, so no formal request for
food aid has been made.

The shortage may not lead
to mass starvation this year
but if no food aid is brought
in and there is another bad
harvest next year, people will
be too impoverished to sur-
vive. The region, on the edge
of the Sahara, is vulnerable to
erratic rains and drought.

additional food is allocated to
Northern Kordofan immedi-
ately, internal displacement
appears to be inevitable.”
This means that people will
start leaving their homes in
search of food. Once that hap-
pens, they are weakened by
walking and end up 1n camps,
unable to cultivate their fields
for next year’s harvest. “There

“the majority of the province
has had little to no rain at all
... unless sufficient quanti-
ties of food aid are delivered
within the next two to three
weeks, large internal displace-
ment is expected.”

In En Nahud province the
price of livestock has halved,
while the price of dura and
millet, the locally grown
grain, has risen by 50 per cent
— a sure sign that people are
selling their animals to buy
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Tansu Ciller, on her first foreign trip since becoming Turkey’s Prime Minister, with Viktor Chernomyrdin before their talks Photograph: Boris Yurchenko/AP
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Turkey and Russia united on Armenia

ment that Iranian forces had

Much of its food comes from grain. “Herders are selling off | RUSSIA and Turkey stand to- | puted territory of Nagorny H W clave sandwiched between Ar-
the Nuba mountains, but gov- livestock at an alarming rate | gether in condemning Arme- | Karabakh while Moscow, offi- EL.EN OMACK menia and Turkey, then Tur- | penetrated just inside south-
. crops planted in June have | nia’s invasion of Azerbaijan | cially neutral, has in practice in Moscow key would become involvedin | ern Azerbaijan to help refu-

ernment military campaigns
in the Nuba region have cut
food production drastically,

i:éen devastated by the recent
locust infestation.”

and may send a joint peace-
keeping force to the region,

leaned towards Armenia. But
Russia changed its attitude

sition. “Both sides agreed that

the military conflict. But yes-
terday Mrs Ciller, whose

gees who have fled from the
Armenians. Neither has Mos-

and it will produce no surplus These indicators have not | the Turkish Prime Minister, | this summer when Armenians | the Armenian aggression | country has reinforced its | cow voiced undue concern.
this year. been turned into requests for | Tansu Ciller, said yesterday. | from Nagorny Karabakh | should be stopped, that thein- | troops near the border with Yesterday the acting Azeri
Mrs Ciller was speaking to re- | started pushing beyond the | vasion must be reversed,” she | Armenia, was at pains to calm | leader, Haydar Aliev, said he

Khartoum 1is reluctant to

food aid by Sudan to the UN

mountain enclave into south-

said. But Turkey and Russia

fears. “We see no immediate

was ready for peace talks with

admit to another potential and other big food-aid donors. | porters after meeting the Rus-
famine: it feels they have The military government | sian Prime Minister, Viktor | ern Azerbaijan, taking some | had gone further and agreed | threat to Nakhichevan. We | Armenia. And Armenia’s
in Khartoum has said it will | Chernomyrdin, and President | 20 per cent of their neigh- | to co-operate. “If a peace force | are watching what our neigh- | President Levon Ter

given Sudan a bad name and
drawn attention to its inabil-

supply all food requirements

Boris Yeltsin in the Kremlin.

bour’s territory and creating a

is required, the two nations

bours do. It is reasonable that

Petrosian was reported to

ity to provide for its own peo- throughout the country but Turkey, a member of Nato, | refugee crisis. may take this up as required.” | we should be concerned about | have told the Iranians that
ple. Since the droughts of 1983 the report says it is unlikely | has given moral support to the Mrs Ciller expressed sat- Before coming to Moscow, | our own region.” Karabakh forces would stop
and 1984, which led to a seri- that the exceptional needs of | Muslim Azeris in their five- | isfaction that the Russians | Mrs Ciller had issued a warn- The Turkish Foreign Min- | attacking Azerbaijan, and
ous famine, early-warning sys- Kordofan have been planned | year-old war with the Chris- | had shown “considerable un- | ing that if Armenia touched | ister, Hikmet Cetin, said he | gradually withdraw from its
tems have ensured that food for or will be met. tnan Armenians over the dis- | derstanding” for Ankara’s po- | Nakhichevan, a tiny Azeri en- | was not alarmed at the mo- | territory.

US helicopters

strafe Somalis

Pain is relative in the land of the rising yen, Terry McCarthy writes from Tokyo

JAPAN has got a problem.
Only 97.5 per cent of the
population have jobs. Infla-

Japan takes

10 days Toshiba has said it
will cut 5,000 jobs, Fujitsu
will shed 6,000, Mazda 1,500
and Nippon Telegraph &
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Shootings

Tourist

- " tion is raging at 1.3 per cent.

MOGADISHU — US heli- Exports are struggling along, o Telephone 10,000. k S A d :
copter gunships attacked MASSIMO ALBERIZZI and this year the country will receSSIOn To get the economy back ta e mur er-
crowds of Somalis, including of Reuters have a trade surplus of a on track, the cabinet is work-

women and children, in Mog-
adishu yesterday, inflicting
heavy casualties after Paki-
stani and American troops
came under attack. A UN
spokesman said casualties
among the Somalis were size-
able and may have included
women and children.

The women and children
were acting as a ‘“human
shield” for a large force of So-

ambush, in which a force of
135 American and Pakistani
troops was attacked by scores
of gunmen. Two Cobra heli-
copters flew in to relieve
them, firing 20mm cannons.
The force was trying to re-
move barricades from Octo-
ber 2Ilst Road, a hunting-
ground for militiamen loyal
to the fugitive warlord Moha-

mere £100bn.

Interest rates are painfully
low: the official discount rate
is at a post-war low of 2.5 per
cent, but industry is begging
the government to lop off an-
other 1 per cent. At the same
time, the yen has appreciated
by 20 per cent against the
dollar since the beginning of
the year, slashing the coun-
try’s import bills for oil and

1n 1ts stride

On Tuesday the Prime
Minister, Morihiro Hoso-
kawa, said there was a danger
of the economy “going back-
wards”. The Economic Plan-
ning Agency said the econ-
omy was at a “standstill”.

good times have been cut to
the bone.

Economic pain is relative.
Japan does not have the
structural unemployment of
Europe. But as companies
continue to cut costs in the

ing on a package that will
concentrate on deregulating
the economy and passing on
the benefits of a higher yen
to the consumer.

At the same time, there is
a battle behind the scenes
over tax reform. The Shinsei
(Renewal) Party, led by the
Foreign Minister, Tsutomu
Hata, wants to cut income
tax to stimulate consumer

toll to 25

JOHANNESBURG (Reuter)
— Gunmen yesterday raked
cars with automatic gunfire
near Katlehong
east of Johannesburg, killing
two blacks and taking to at
least 25 the overnight death-
toll in political violence.

The Pretoria supreme court
threw out a challenge by

township,

man held

MIAMI (Reuter) — A man
has been arrested and police
are searching for his girl-
friend after the murder of a
German tourist in an at-
tempted robbery in Florida.

Police said they had ar-
rested Ricondall Wiggins, 19,
from Miami, and were hunt-
ing his girlfriend, Patsy

mali gunmen moving among | med Farah Aideed, when it raw materials but making Japanese factories still | latestadaptation to therising | demand. It would pay for Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s | Jones. A third person may
them to attack UN peace- | was ambushed. An armoured thankless exporters com- | turn out world-beating | yen, job opportunities are | this by increasing consump- KwaZulu black homeland on | have been involved. The
keeping troops, whom they | vehicle in the UN column was plain they can no longer sell | goods, and salary-earners | falling. For every 100 people | tion tax on goods from 3 per the way decisions are taken at | tourist, Uwe-Wilhelm Rake-

South Africa’s brand, had just arrived in

ambushed on Mogadishu’s
notorious October 21st Road.

Somali residents said that
more than 100 Somalis were
killed or wounded in the
fighting, which lasted for
three hours. This casualty-toll
estimate could not be con-
firmed. Similar local reports
in the past have been heavily
exaggerated.

UN officials said a Paki-
stani soldier was killed and
five Pakistanis and three US

soldiers were wounded in the

‘hit by a cannon shell fired by

militiamen and destroyed.
Major David Stockwell, the
UN military spokesman, said
women and children swarm-
ing around the soldiers’ vehi-
cles were regarded by the US
helicopters “armed or not, as
being combatants and posing
an imminent threat against
our soldiers”. Armed youths
attacking the column were
moving among the civilians, a
tactic they have been accused
of employing in past attacks.

competitively — hence the
£100bn trade surplus.
Economic fundamentals
like that would be cause for
celebration in the US or
West Europe. But in an indi-
cation of how far Japan has
advanced — GNP per capita
1s now double that of Britain
— and how high expecta-
tions had risen among con-
sumers and businessmen, ev-
eryone 1s unanimous in
decrying the “recession”.

take home more money, on
average, than any of their
counterparts in the West, ex-
cept Switzerland. But things
used to be better. Industrial
production has fallen con-
tinuously for the past 22
months, while sales in de-
partment stores have
dropped for the past 17
months. Wages continue to
rise, modestly. But overtime
and the biannual bonuses
which swell earnings during

seeking jobs, only 70 vacan-
cies are being advertised: last
year there were more vacan-
cies than applicants. Nor
have there been any of the
huge lay-ofis seen in IBM or
other big Western companies
struggling to restructure.
But there 1s a gradual fraying
at the fringes, and almost ev-
ery day companies announce
plans to shed workers “by
natural attrition” and by cut-
ting recruitment. In the past

cent to 10 per cent. But the
Socialist Party, the largest
single party in the governing
coalition, opposes the move,
because 1t would weigh more
heavily on low-income fam-
ilies. And bureaucrats at the
Finance Ministry are against
cutting income tax because
they fear it would deplete
government coffers. That is
another Japanese “problem”:
the government does not op-
erate a budget deficit.

ale

democracy
talks. KwaZulu, which with
the Inkatha Freedom Party
quit the talks on 2 July when a
date was set for all-race elec-
tions, brought an action seek-
ing to overturn the election
decision.

Florida on holiday with his
wife when their car was re-
peatedly hit by a van in what
police called a “bump-and-
rob ploy”. Mr Rakebrand
kept driving and was shot by
someone in the van.

Star Wars test ‘not rigged’

WASHINGTON (Reuter) — The US Defense Secretary Les As-
pin yesterday denied reports that a “Star Wars” test, in which a
US missile hit a mock nuclear warhead in flight, was rigged to
deceive Congress and the Soviet Union. But Mr Aspin conceded
in a statement to reporters that the target of the 10 June 1984 test
high over the Pacific Ocean was artificially heated to make it
easier for the heat-seeking homing device on the US weapon to
find the target. He said the target warhead also had a radar bea-
con on board, but that there was no receiver for beacon signals

on the experimental US weapon.

Indian strike | Unita offers
ADDRESS INFORMATION AND OPEN - :
AND OPENING HOURS.
nurovoomwcrons. || mrjgses mark | to talk again
Edgbaston Shopping Centre, Hagley R NEW DELHI — A nation- | LISBON (AFP) — Senior of-
BRISTOL : : : : ’ :
Cribbs Causeway, (Jurct. 17, M5). wide strike called by Indian | ficials from Angola’s Um_ta
CARDIFF left-wing parties and unions | rebel movement arrived in
City Link Newport Rd. yesterday to protest at the | Portugal yesterday and pre-
., CHESTER government’s economic re- | sented a peace proposal to
e f“‘”“h;”n’g F“k';“ R forms was only partially suc- | President Mario Soares.
: . L e B 500 Purley Way, Five Ways. cessful, writes Tim McGirk. Unita’s army chief of staff,
}1“_-'” further s . =~ - MR "o GATESHEAD Strike organisers said 20 | General Arlindo Pena, said
discounts s Retail World, Team Valley. million workers disrupted | he had “a new proposal that
R — E‘é“ﬁf‘ﬁfi _— trains and airline services and | could lead to resumed nego-
Our late summer i s | shut down some banks, coal | tiations”. He gave Mr Soares
Comotion vives vou eeliie . [ R S e waw 643 Eastern Ave. mines and factories around | a message frqm I_Jnita’§ lead-
P RIVERYOU B T IPSWICH India. But a government | er, Jonas Savimbi, calling for
another chance S ““L;*;EI‘;‘S FAel spokesman said that apart | an immediate ceadse%re a;ir;l-
3-piece suite . - from four states controlled by | talks, sources said. But
N, = Aireside Centre, Whitehall Rd. ) . ! x e e
(0 take advantage of [ SN £905 B o Eui;;ml;_ the left-wing parties, few oth- | Soares said the Unita initia-
some of the best R ~5F o e _ 459 Edge Lane, (1ml from M62) er states were hit by wide- | tive was probably a “diver-
2 armchairs [ | e LONDON CENTRAL spread industrial action. sionary manoeuvre’ .

discounts we've ever

156 Tottenham Court Rd. W1.

’ LONDON N T A ————
offered. We've already Sl Chrer NW2. . prT————
""" 'Carmen' LONDON NW Ab l
| rE‘dUCEd HbSﬂ‘lUtElY Pty e j-pie:,_;t}_?;l_!i{ﬁ s North Circular Rd. NW10. 10 a agrees PLEAS OM
everything in our range 3 piece suite was £2395 /e LONDON SE 5 URE F R
e A GOE hChfmrls Ruundabcjf.l:. omecommg
f 100 diff l now £1495 South Circular Rd. SE9.
: A A -, 84 LONDON SW LAGOS (Reuter) The
Now we're offering s Morden B thwarted presidential candi- | Here's a way to take up the piano
ﬁ_lrther diSCGUﬂtS .......... MANCHESTER date Moshood Abiﬂlﬂ, Wldﬂly again just where you left off.
__________ 98 Cheetham Hill Rd. believed to have won nge- KEYBOARD PROFICIENCY by
on mmy Gf_ r-**""'---h"f T NGRW{]N ria’s annulltd ]une EIECtiﬂﬂ, PI‘(JfE‘SSDi' LDUISE Guhl Cﬂntﬂlﬂﬁ OYer
those reductions! | e NGT’I'I;‘:G;AM will return home on Sunday | 200 pages of carefully graded
Huntingdon St. from abroad, where he has | exercises to help you:
| i Y RSN e e READING been lobbying for foreign sup- | « Improve your sight reading
L \l]tl l L" l‘ll"d_'} ll]()l]{l]"i ______________________________ Lnndun Rd {NI’ Ru&ral Berks Hl"ﬁpl[ﬁ” pﬂrt fﬂr hls Clalm te the pI’ESI- i DE'«"E]UP }"‘Dllf ﬂblllry to plﬂ}" b)’ ear
interest-free credit R . 0 niaee T I LYWWl o o ROMFORD dency, according to Baba - -
...... Arterial Rd, Gallows Corner. Gﬂﬂayj Kingibe Mo Ahiclat * Learn how to improvise
S weetyo o eesm@gman o J Qg SN P ) BT 0 aliBe. e ROTHERHAM . 2 : [deal for helping you to teach your
This summer . e e Retail World, Parkgare. running-mate in the election. children. too ping ¥ 08
’ | S L ' 5".'?;:.:-'“ : ) \ie : R0t 44 SWANSEA : } -
we're Oﬁ:enng 10 months . G = S e e Valley Way, Llansamlet. : e ; RIOIEI - bdf.‘ﬁﬁl abrqad
T e o 3-seat sofa - 2 armchairs: ___1::'1"5"5;‘5 - . ':""'-7:'-’:3?5"?:-'":.' o WEST THURROCK SILL UgUSL and has twice SEND NO MONEY NOW. Keyboard

postponed returning to Nige-
ria for fear of his security.

“We advised him to come
back on Sunday becauge we
think it is safe for him to do so
and he has agreed,” Mr
Kingibe said.

The former military ruler,
General Ibrahim Babangida,
handed power to an unelected
interim government two
weeks ago.

Proficiency will be posted to readers
for 10 days' free practice. Only if you
feel it will help you rediscover the
joys of playing fluently, need you pay
the modest price of £9.95 post free.
Otherwise, simply return the book and
owe nothing. Please send your name
and address to: KEYBOARD
PROFICIENCY, IFS Ltd, Dept AC,
FREEPOST BF14, MARLBOROUGH,
WILTS SN8 2BR or phone (0672)
41071 (overseas enquiries welcomd.
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