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As atrocities mount in the war over Nagorny Karabakh, the Azeris are compiling a grim inventory of massacre victims

Painful search for Hojali’s dead
THE GRUESOME extent of 
February’s killing of Azeris by Ar
menians in the town of Hojali is 
at last emerging in Azerbaijan -  
about 600 men, women and chil
dren dead in the worst outrage of 
the four-year war over Nagorny 
Karabakh.

The figure is drawn from Azeri 
investigators, Hojali officials and 
casualty lists published in the 
Baku press. Diplomats and aid 
workers say the death toll is in 
line with their own estimates.

The 25 February attack on 
Hojali by Armenian forces was 
one of the last moves in their 
four-year campaign to take full 
control o f NagornyKarabakh,the 
subject ofanew roundof negoti
ations in Rome on Monday. The 
bloodshed was something be
tween a fighting retreat and a 
massacre, but investigators say 
that most of the dead were civil
ians. The awful number of people 
killedwas first suppressed bythe

fearful former Communist govern
ment in Baku. Later it was 

blurred by Armenian denialsand 
grief-stricken Azerbaijan’s wild 
and contradictory allegations of
u p  to 2,000 dead.

The State Prosecutor, Aydin 
Rasulov, thechief investigator of 
a 15-man team looking into what 
Azerbaijan calls the “Hojali 
Disaster”, said his figure of 600 
dead was a minimum based on 
preliminaryfindings. A similares- 
timate was given by Elman 
Memmedov, the mayor o f Hojali. 
An even higher one was printed 
in  the Baku newspaper Ordu in 
May — 479 dead people named 
and more than 200 bodies re
ported unidentified. This figure 
of nearly 700 dead is quoted as 
official by Leila Yunusova, the 
new spokeswoman of the Azeri 
Ministry of Defence.

Francois Zen Ruffinen, head 
of delegati on  o f  the International 
Red Cross in Baku, said the Mus-

From Hugh Pope in Baku

lim imam of the nearby city of 
Agdam had reported a figure of 
580 bodies received at his mosque 
from Hojali, most of them civil
ians. “We did not count the bod
ies. But the figure seems reason
able. It is no fantasy,” Mr Zen 
Ruffinen said. “We have some 
idea since we gave the body bags 
and products to wash the dead.” 

Mr Rasulov endeavours to give 
an unemotional estimate of the 
number o f deadin the massacre. 
“Don't get worked up. It will take 
several months to get a final fig
ure,” the 43-year-old lawyer said 
at his small office,

Mr Rasulov knows about these 
things. It took him two years to 
reach a conclusion that 131 
people were killed and 714 
wounded when Soviet troops and 
tanks crushed a nationalist upris
ing in Baku in January 1990.

Those nationalists, the Popular 
Front, finally came to power 
three weeks agoand are applying 
pressure to find out exactly what 
happened when Hojali, an Azeri 
town which lies about 70 miles 
from the border with Armenia, 
fell to the Armenians.

Officially, 184 people have so 
far been certified as dead, being 
the number of people that could 
be medically examined by the re
public’s forensic department. 
“This isjusta small percentage of 
the dead,” said Rafiq Youssifov, 
therepublic’schiefforensicscien- 
tist. “They were the only bodies 
brought to us. Remember the 
chaos and the fact that we are 
Muslims and have to wash and 
bury our dead within 24 hours.”

Of these 184 people, 51 were 
women, and 13 were children un- 
derl4yearsold. Gunshots killed

151 people, shrapnel killed 20 and 
axes or blunt instruments killed 
10. E ^ ^ u r e  in the highland 
snowskilledthe lastthree.^Thirty- 
three people showed signs of de
liberate mutilation, including 
ears, noses, breasts or penisescut 
off and eyes gouged out, accord
ing to Professor Youssifov’s re
port. Those 184 bodies examined 
wereless than a thirdof those be
lieved to have been killed, Mr 
Rasulovsaid.

Files from Mr Rasulov’s inves
tigative commission are still dis
organised — lists of 44 Azeri mi
litiamen dead here, six policemen 
there, andin the handwriting ofa 
mosque attendant, the names of 
lllco^rpses brought to be washed 
in just one day. The most heart
breaking account from 850 wit
nesses interviewed so far comes 
from T̂ owfiq Manafov, an Azeri 
investigator who took a helicop
ter flight over the escape route 
from Hojali on 27 Febmary.

“There were too many ^ ^ ie s  
of dead and wounded on the 
ground to count properly: 470
500 in Hojali, 650-700 people by 
the stream and theroadand  85
100 visible around Nakhchivanik 
village,” Mr Manafov wrotein a 
statement countersigned by the 
helicopter pilot.

“People waved up to us *o' 
help. We saw three dead children 
andone two-year-old alive byone 
dead woman. The live one was 
pulling at her arm for the mother 
to get up. We tried to land but 
Armenians started a barrage 
againstourhelicopterandwe had 
to return.”

There has been no consolida
tion of the lists and figures in cir
culation because of the political 
upheavals o fthe last few months 
and the fact that nobody knows 
exactly who was in Hojali at the 
time -  many inhabitants were 
displaced from other villages 
taken overby Armenian forces. family h!i<. killed lo the Hojali r

H eroes who fought on amid the bodies
AREF SADIKOV sat quietly in the shade 
ofacafe-baronthe Caspian Sea esplanade 
ofBakuand showed a line ofstitches inhis 
trousers, tornby an Armenian bullet as he 
fled the town of Hojali just over three 
monthsago, writes Hugb Pope.

"I’m still wearing the same clothes, I 
don’thaveanyothers,”the 51-year-oldcar- 
penter said, beginning his account of the 
Hojali disaster. “I was wounded in five 
places, but l am lucky to be alive.”

Mr Sadikov and his wife were short of 
food, without electricity for more than a 
month, and cut offfrom helicopter flights 
for U days. They sensed the Armenian 
noose was tightening around the 2,000 to 
3,000 people left in the straggling Azeri 
town on the edge of Karabakh.

“At about llpm a bombardment started 
suchaswehad neverheardbefore,eightor 
nine kinds of weapons, artillery, heavy 
machine-guns, the lot,” Mr Sadikovsaid.

Soon neighbours were pouring down the 
street from the direction of the attack. 
Some huddled in shelters but othersstart- 
ed fleeing the town,down a hill, through a 
stream and through the snow intoa forest 
on the other side.

Toescape,the townspeople hadto reach 
the Azeri town of Agdam about 15 miles 
away. They thought they were going to 
make it,untilat aboutdawntheyreacheda 
bottleneck between the two Armenian vil- 
lagesof Nakhchivanik and Saderak.

“None of my group washurt up to then 
. . .  Then we were spotted by a car on the

road, and the Armenian outposts started 
opening fire,” Mr Sadikov said.

Azeri militiamen fighting their way out 
of Hojali rushed forward to force open a 
corridor for the civilians, but their efforts 
were mostly in vain. Mr Sadikov saidonly 
10 people from his group of 80 made it 
through, including hiswifeand militiaman 
son.Sevenofhis immediate relationsdied, 
including his 67-year-old elderbrother.

“l only hadtim eto reach downand cov- 
erhis face w ithhishat,”he said,pullinghis 
ownbigflatTurkishcapoverhiseyes.“We 
havenever got anyofthe bodiesback.” 

The firstgroupswere lucky to have the 
benefit of covering fire. One hero of the 
evacuation, Alif Hajief, was shot dead as 
he struggled to change a magazine while

Another hero, Elman Memmedov, the 
mayorofHojali,saidhe and severalothers 
spent the whole day of26 February in the 
bushy hillside, surrounded by dead bodies 
as they tried to keep three Armenian 
armoured personnel carriers at bay.

As the survivors staggered the last mile 
into Agdam, there was little comfort in a 
town from which most of the population 
was soon to flee.

“The night after we reached the town 
there was a big Armenian rocket attack 
Some people justkept going,” Mr Sadikov 
said. “I had to getto the hospital fOrtreat- 
ment. I was in a bad way. Theyeven found 
a bullet in my sock.”

Victims of war: An Azeri 
woman mourns her son, killed 
intbe Hojalimassacrein 
February (left). Nurses 
struggle ^  primitive 
conditions (centre) to save a 
wounded man in a makeshift 
operatingtbeatre set up in a 
train carriage. Grief-stricken 
relatives in the town of Agdam 
(right) weep overthecof'finof 
another of the massacre 
victims. Calculating the final 
death toll has been 
complicated because Muslims 
wash andbury theirdead 
within24hours.

Indonesian 
polls run 

as expected
By Teresa Poole

THE HIGHLY managed business 
of an Indonesian general election 
has this week left the ruling 
Golkar party with a respectably 
huge majority. but has given few 
hints on the succession to Presi
dent Suharto,who has been in of
fice sincel968

Golkar's vote slipped from 73 
percent in l987 to about 68 per 
cent in Tuesday's elections but 
this had been expected. lndeed, 
both the President and the mili
tary were probably content with 
the decline, given opposition at- 
tacksbefore the poll that Indone
sian democracy was “ill”.

Thetwolegal oppositionparties
-  which are only allowed to 
present "constructive” opinions 
on government policies -  be
tween them shared the protest 
vote. With around 90 per cent of 
the votes counted, the Muslim- 
basedUnited Development Party 
(PPP) won about 17 per cent and 
the nationalist Democratic Party 
of Indonesia (PD!) took 15 per 
cent,its strongest showmg m two 
decades

The government’s greatest fear
-  that large numbers would boy
cott the polls -  did not material
ise. Even President Suharto had 
admitted before the vote thatthe 
campaign had lacked “quality" 
Huge crowds, in some cases more 
than a million strong, turned up 
forthe official rallies but this was 
more forthe popstars thanoutof 
political fervour

The bloodily suppressed pro
democracy protests in Thailand 
hadno impact on the campaign in 
Indonesia, where pictures of the 
events in Bangkok were kept off 
television.

Questions aboutanyreal transi
tion in power centre on how and 
when the President, now 7l, will 
decide to step down. The 400 MPs 
elected this week, augmented by 
100 unelected representatives 
from the military and 500 figures 
appointed by the President, will 
meetin March !993 tochoosethe 
next president. President Suharto 
is expected to run, and has given 
no indication of when he might 
giveway to a successor.

In 1988 the armed forces were 
disappointed byhischoiceof vice
president. This tirne, however, the 
military are keen to ensure that 
someone they approve of is cho
sen for the job

Extremist Hindus rewrite history
SCHOOLCHILDREN in some 
states ofIndia may soon be taught 
that Ram and other heroic gods 
from epic Hindu poems written 
around 1000 BC were real people.

Hindu revivalists have recruited 
more than 100 historians, archeol- 
ogists,sociologists,andlinguiststo 
re-interpret India's ancient civi
lisation for school textbooks. But 
some cntics warn that these chil
dren's books, because of their pos
sible political bias, may be slanted 
agamst India’s rehigious minonties 
and distort history so that legend
ary gods stride out of the realm of 
poetry into reality

In Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Himachal 
Pradesh, aH states controlled by 
the right-wing Hmdu Bharatiya 
fanata Party (BJP), extremist 
Hindu groups have set up primary 
and high schools that veer away 
from the standard state curncu- 
lum t o focus on Sansknt, the lives 
of Hindu saints and leaders, and

the scientific principles ex
pounded in theVedas, the ancient 
Hindu hymns.

Often in these schools, the 
achievements of the Muslim Mog
hul emperors, whose reign lasted 
for three centuries, are brushed 
aside andthe brutish sidesoftheir 
conquest are accentu ated instead. 
M J Akbar, a Muslim poUtician 
and author, said: “It’s very simple. 
The BJP knows there are votes to 
be gamed m taking positions 
against Mushms.” India’s UO mil
lion Muslims are the country’s 
largest minority.

Professor Devendra Swarup 
Aggarwal, the vice-president of 
the Deendayal Institute and one 
of the project orgamsers, denies 
that this revision of Indian history 
has a political tinge. "We don't 
want this to be a government- 
sponsored history. It should be an 
mtellectual quest.”

Although this project to re- 
wnte school textbooks is still m
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the early stages, some scholars are 
already challenging the long-held 
assumption that the Aryans, no
madic warriors who swept across 
the grasslands of Central Asia into 
India, and also Europe, were re
sponsible for the two pillars of 
Hinduism: its philosophy and the 
caste system.

Professor Aggarwal said: “This 
Aryan race theory was a figment 
of the nineteenth-century Euro
pean mind.” He claims that it was 
concocted to justify British rule. 
“It was a way of the English saying 
to the Indians: ‘Look, we're both 
descended from the same racial 
stock. The only difference is that 
your ancestors came 3,000 years 
ago and you've stayed static ever 
since','’ he said.

Scholars have long believed that 
the fair-skinned Aryan warriors

brought their own gods, language 
and philosophy with them from 
Central Asia when they swarmed 
through the passes of the Hindu 
Kush into India. According to this 
theory, the Aryans also set up the 
caste system with their priests, sol
diers and merchants at the top 
and India’s original natives, the 
dark-skmned Dravidlans, at the 
bottom of the heap. For Professor 
Aggarwal, the caste system was 
"based on spiritual prmciples to 
explam that not all of us are born 
equal”. He says evidence points to 
the existence of an earlier civilisa- 
tmn known as the Harappa, whose 
cities and towns were strung along 
the Indus river m 3000 BC.

The Harappas left writing that 
has yet to be deciphered, but the 
professor claims the Harappas 
were seafarers, whose trad̂ mg ex
peditions led them to the Middle 
East. It was these traders, rather 
than ^ryan conquerors, who are 
perhaps responsible for the

shared roots of Indo-European 
languages, he suggests. Ram and 
KnShna, who Hmdus believe were 
incarnations of Lord Vishnu, may 
have beenkingsofthe ancientHa- 
rappa civilisation. “Everyone in 
India draws inspiration from Ram 
and Krishna but, so far, the text
books don’t accept them as his
torical personages,’' he said.

In a country where past and 
present are as mtertwined as they 
are m India, bemg a hi'stonan can 
be a controversial profession. The 
Hmdu reV1 vahsts are not the only 
pohtical activists accused of tam- 
penng with history. The fifty-sec
ond session of the Indian History 
Congress this year collapsed m 
discord after scholars fended off 
attempts by the Congress govern
ment to commission a history of 
post-independence India. Many 
htstonans rdused  to co-operate, 
claimmg this history would be bi
ased m favour of the Congress 
party’s Nehru/Gandhi dynasty.

Congress defeats White 
House on budget plan

THE United States Congress last 
night killed a proposed constitu
tional amendment to enforce bal
ancing ofthe federal budget,deli- 
vering a harsh political blow to 
President George Bush, who had 
conspicuously championed the 
proposal’s cause.

Even before leaving Washing
ton early yesterday for a visit to 
Panama andthe EarthSummit in 
Rio de Janeiro, Mr Bush sum
moned congressional leaders in a 
last effort to ensure support for 
the amendment, which he adver
tised as being essential to efforts 
to correct thegiant federaldeficit.

His efforts had included a tele
vision broadcast offered to sta
tions nationwide. “The people 
want this done to get this deficit 
under control once and for all,’' 
the Presidentsaid before thevote.

In a cliff-hanger vote aftertwo 
days of passionate debate, the 
membersvotedby 280votes tol53 
in favour of the proposal, but 
short ofthe two-thirds majority of 
290 votes required for it to have 
passed. The rejection will trigger 
anotherroundofbitter r ^ ^ m a -  
tion between Congress and the 
White House, reinforcing the 
nationwide image of Washington 
in a state of virtual civil war, and 
fuelling disenchantment with the 
national leadership.

From David U sbome
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Whateverthe outcome, the bat
tle reflected the failure of the US 
government, with the executive 
controlled by one party and the 
legislature by another, either to 
raise taxes or cut spending, or 
both.

Mr Bush,who attends the Rio 
summittoday,will try to makethe 
best of the situation by using the 
proposal’s demise as further evi
dence of Democrats in the House 
of Representatives paralysing the 
political system. The campaign 
against the amendmentwas ledby 
Tom Foley, the Democratic lead
er of the House.

In a rare speech on the floor of 
the House, Mr Foley argued 
forcefully against the proposed 
amendment, saying it alonewould 
not solve the country's $400bn 
(£218bn) deficit problem. A col
league, MikeSynarofOklahoma, 
said passing it would be like 
“hanging garlic in windows to 
ward off vampires”.

The Democrats were divided on 
the issue, while Republicans were 
unified in supporting it and the 
President. “If you think the peo
ple are mad now, just defeat this 
one ray of hope . . .  and you will

see a real revolt,’’ said Rod Chan
dler, a Republican.

The result was a boost for Mr 
Bush'selectoral rivals, RossPerot 
and Bill Clinton, the Democratic 
candidate, both of whom spoke 
outagainstthe amendmentduring 
the day. Both argued that it was a 
device to duck the responsibility 
of dealing with the deficit now. 
Had it been agreed the amend
ment would not have come into 
force until 1998. Mr Perot, inter
viewed on television, said the pro
posal wasbeingput forward asan 
"excuse for not doing anything”.

The amendment, which was a 
variation of similar proposals de- 
batedumpteentirnes before inthe 
Congress over decades, would 
have madeit illegalfora president 
and Congress to pass a budget 
where expenditure exceeded 
expected revenue. It could only 
have been overridden in time of 
war or by a four-fifths majority in 
Congress.

The approach of the vote saw a 
dramatic flurry of lobbying in 
Washington both between thepo- 
liticians themselves and from in
terest groups, especially those 
representing social security orga
nisations. The groups were con
cerned that the amendment would 
have dramatically reduced future 
gove r̂nment funding.

Perot taunts Bush 
over Iraqi links

NEW YORK (AP) -  Ross Perot 
said yesterday that President 
George Bush had sent emissaries 
to “burp, diaper and pamper’’ 
President Saddam Hussein just 
before Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
but then committed US troops to 
the Gulf war because “our man
hood was questioned".

In a two-hourappearance on a 
nationally televised morningnews 
show, Mr Perot delivered a series 
of shots at Mr Bush,yet insisted 
he had nothing negative to say 
about his likely autumn oppo
nents in the presidential race. 
“These are fine people," MrPerot 
said of Mr Bush and Bill Clinton, 
the Democratic candidate.

Mr Perot had reason to feel 
confident; yetanother nationwide 
poll released yesterday showed 
him leading a three-way race. In 
the latest voter survey, Mr Perot 
received 36 per cent support to 
Mr Bush’s 32 per cent and 24 per 
cent for Mr Clinton.

Still, the undeclared indepen
dent candidate repeatedly an
swered questions from viewers of 
NBC-TV’s Today show yesterday 
by taking aim at Mr Bush.

When asked how he would have 
handled President Saddam, Mr 
Perot, a vocal critic of the Gulf 
war, said US policies orchestrated 
by Mr Bnsh bad helped Mr Sad

dam build his military might. Yet 
when Iraq invaded Kuwait, “our 
manh ôod was questioned and oft' 
we go into the wild blue yonder’’ 
to war, Mr Perot said.

He also blamed Mr Bush for 
causing a banking crisis with 
sloppy deregulation, and decried 
lobbying for foreign governments 
byBush campaignaides.

At one point he said of Wash
ington, “I’ve never been there”, a 
remark that belied insider deal
ings with Congress and several 
presidents dating back to the 
Nixooadministration.

Mr Perot insisted he could 
work with the Democrat-led Con̂  
gress if the voters “elect me as 
their servant. That would send a 
message to Congress. I thinkthat 
would close the gridlock." He said 
hewould not raise taxes except as 
a last resort — or unless the 
countrywent towar,whenhe said 
a war tax would get every Ameri
can involved inthe eft'ort.

Inhis unusuallylong television 
appearance, Mr Perot, a billion
aire, sounded a folksy, populist 
tone in criticising presidential 
and congressional perks. He also 
said he has not decided when to 
declare his candidacy.

Mr Bush has ^raed down re
quests to make appearances on 
the p ^ ^ ^ ^ e .

Quayle assumes 
the mantle of 

hit-man for 1992
EVEN in this unprecedented US 
election campaign, historyrepeats 
itself. More than 20 years ago 
Spiro Agnew, as Richard Nixon's 
sanctioned hit-man. turned 
liberal-bashing into a veritable 
industry. Today that mantle. 
indeed almost Mr Agnew's very 
phrases, has been assumed by an
other little-admired Republican 
Vice-President, Dan Quayle 

“Crack those elitists,” Mr 
Nixon once famously ordered —

THE US
PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS

and Mr Agnew responded by en
riching America’s political vocab
ulary withsuch phrases as”natter- 
ing nabobs of negativism” and 
“effete snobs who characterise 
themselves as intellectuals”. In

For the past three weeks the 
Vice-President has been making 
political headlines matched only 
by Ross Perot. They started late 
last month with Mr Quayle’s now 
immortal broadside against the 
fictional television anchorwoman 
Murphy Brown, accused of ad
vertising illegitimacy and deriding 
fatherhood by having a child out 
ofwedlockon prime-tirne TV

On Tuesday he was at it again, 
lambasting a “cultural elite” 
which respected neither traditions 
nor standards, and mocking the 
“sophisticated folks” who could 
not distinguish right from wrong 
Yesterdaycameathirdstrike, ati- 
rade against the permissive pro
abortion lobby, an especial foe of 
conservative Republicans.

In this summer of discontent 
with a President who seems to 
stand for nothing and have no 
ideawhat hewoulddo with a sec
ond term, Mr Quayle is suddenly 
looking by far the more forceful 
part of the putative Republican 
ticket. He at least has a clearmes- 
sage, whatever liberals might 
think ofit.

“The President and ! are going 
to speak up for life,” he told the 
militantly anti-abortion “Right to 
Life”convention. “We'regoingto 
stand up for '.7mily values.” The

From  R upert Cornwell
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reaction of the "cultural elite” 
mighthave been one of outrage 
and ndicule. but "I wear their 
scorn as a badge of honour”

Mr Quayle's belligerence is of 
course far from accidental. Usu
ally. at this stage of a presidential 
year. candidates are busy soften- 
ingtheir message.courtingthe un
decided centre where elecUons 
are traditionally won andlost.But 
the three-way race of 1992, where 
Mr Perot. the mdependent candi- 
date.hasfornowatleastmadethe 
centre his own. is standing con
ventional logic on its head 

Strategists in both majorparties 
nowargue that in a contestwhere 
40 percent maybe enough w win. 
thepnonty must beto consolidate 
the core vote. ln the case of the 
Republicansthat means conserva
tives, whoin anyevent havenever 
greatly trusted Mr Bush 

Largely indeed for that reason, 
the Presidentastoundedthe coun
try four years ago by choosing the 
little-known junior senator from 
Indiana as his running mate. But 
right now, the ..family values’'of- 
fensive.like almosteveiythingelse 
in the President's rudderlesscam-

Every sign is that the Vice- 
President’ssortiesareeaminghim 
scorn rather than honour. Mr 
Quayle’s aggressively partisan 
stylehas made him a fOlk-herofor 
that conservative redoubt, theedi- 
torialpages ofthe Wa/yS/ree/Jour- 
nal. But his approval rating has 
slumped to the mid-20s, worse 
even than the President’s.

Quayle might yet be ditched: Mr 
Bush himself, it is pointed out,has 
declared he woulddo “whateverit 
takes” toget re-elected. But such 
a drasticstepmighttoo onlyback- 
fire, and drive those very conser
vatives he needs into the arms of 
Mr Perot in November.
■  President Bush made a last- 
minute effortyesterday toget sup
port for a constitutional amend
ment mandating a balanced 
federal budget, as the House of 
Representatives moved toward a 
vote that both sides called too 
close to predict, AP reports.

covering the third group s crossing, Mr 
Sadikovsaid
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tried Republican themeof “family

paign, isnot producing thedesired 
results
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