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THE longest ceasefire yet in
the Nagorny Karabakh con-
flict has been extended indefi-
nitely, Azerbaijan’s chief ne-
gotiator with Armenia said
yesterday, raising hopes that
the killing may be at an end
in the bloodiest conflict
spawned by the collapse of the
Soviet Union.

“We [the Defence Minis-
ters of Azerbaijan, Armenia

and the military leader of

Nagorny Karabakh Arme-
nian forces] have now all
signed. There are very serious
obligations for a ceasefire un-
til the signing of an overall
political settlement ... there
is no time-frame. It could be
open-ended,” said Vefa Guli-
zade, foreign-affairs adviser
to Azerbaijan’s President,
Geidar Aliyev.

A low-key public an-
nouncement to this effect was
expected yesterday in the
Azeri capital, Baku. But no-
body was dancing in the hu-
mid boulevards of the city.

The extension of the de
facto ceasefire, agreed in Mos-
cow on 16 May, leaves 20 per
cent of Azerbaijan under Ar-
menian occupation and 1 mil-
lion Azeris displaced. They
have nothing to console them
but memories of defeat, lost
homes, and dead relatives.

President Aliyev has qui-

etly put aside his public

promise to retake all Arme-
nian-occupied territory. An
offensive in January resulted

‘in thousands of young, ill-

trained Azeri recruits being

.+ killed and injured for a small

i

. territorial gain.

Armenian counter-attacks
then brought Armenian
forces within 20 miles of
Yevlakh, and the main rail-

way line, connecting east
and west Azerbaijan.
The two-month old

ceasefire has suffered minor

Sophia Loren: to model
furs in advertisements
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Azeris square up to a loser’s peace

The extension to the ceasefire with the Armenians in Nagorny Karabakh undermines
Azerbaijan’s chances of recovering control over the region, writes Hugh Pope in Baku
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violations. But Western dip-
lomats are unusually optimis-
tic that the parties are now
seeking to end six years of
warfare that has killed more
than 15,000 people and left
both Armenia and Azerbaijan
poor and war-weary.

“I’'ve  lost count of
ceasefires. But this one seems
a blissful lull, a general kind
of phenomenon on both
sides,” said Mahmoud Said,
the United Nations represen-
tative in Baku.

Armenia, and the 100,000
determined Armenians of
Nagorny Karabakh, may also
feel that little more can be
gained by force. The small
mountainous enclave is still
theoretically a part of Azer-
baijan. But the enclave’s

THE FUR is flying around
Sophia Loren following the
actress’ signing of a promo-
tional contract with Anna-
bella, an Italian fur-coat com-
pany, to model its products in
newspaper and magazine ad-
vertisements.

In an open letter to Loren,
Brigitte Bardot accused her
acting contemporary of sell-
ing her name and her image
“to the most despicable of all
advertising: promotion of
furs”. It is, said Bardot, “de-
grading, repugnant, lamenta-
ble and unworthy to accept
money stained with the blood
of animals”. Loren, added
France’s leading animal-
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30,000 Azeri residents have
been expelled and it is firmly
joined by conquered territory
to Armenia proper. Arme-
nian military incursions
deeper into Azeri territory
have proved militarily unre-
warding. The human cost is
rising. During an Armenian
incursion in April, their casu-
alty rate was as heavy as that
of the disorganised Azeri
forces. For the first time in
the war, press-gangs forced
young men to the front line
from Armenia itself.

Talks are continuing in
Moscow on an overall resolu-
tion of the conflict. The peace
mediators aim to harmonise a
Russian plan with one fa-
voured by Azerbaijan, the
United States, Britain and

PEOPLE

rights campaigner, should
boycott “this abominable
trade” and “never forget that
wearing a fur is wearing a
cemetery on your back”.

Loren, on holiday, has not
responded, but Annabella had
warned her of possible pro-
tests.
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ANOTHER prominent
friend of animals, Paul
McCartney, may end up with

___________
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[NAKHICHEVAN
Azeri enclave
inside Armenia

Turkey. These countries in-
sist that Russians should not
be a majority in any eventual
buffer force. They want also
the deployment of interna-
tional monitors from the Con-
ference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE).

“As far as I can see, there is
no way the Armenians and
the Azeris can achieve a po-
litical solution. Too much di-
vides them,” said one interna-
tional observer. He said that
the defeated Azeris would not
admit the loss of their terri-
tory, but that the victorious
Armenians would not allow
Azerbaijan to control it again,
despite UN Security Council
resolutions supporting Baku.

Now that a ceasefire is in
place, Azeri and Armenian

a furry face after returning a
razor, shaving cream and
other products to the Gillette
company to protest against
the use of animals in product
testing.

In a letter to the company,
the musician said he was
sending back all Gillette pro-
ducts in his home and de-
manded a refund, which he
said he would donate to Peo-
ple for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals, an animal-rights
organisation.

“As a friend of animals, I
am not only unsatisfied but
outraged,” McCartney wrote.
“When Gillette modernises
its testing practices and abol-

NAGORNY KARAB
| Armenian enclave established inside Azerbaijan when
Soviet Union was created. Its 30,000 Azeris have now
been expelled and 1 million Azeris in Azerbaijan uprooted §
by Armenian military advance in the last four years. |

negotiators are talking on
the old Soviet inter-republic
government telephone net-
work, and the Armenians
from Nagorny Karabakh are
included formally in the
talks, Russia will probably
determine whether armed
conflict flares up again.

The Azeris and most West-
ern diplomats in Baku believe
that Russian hardliners, led
by the Defence Minister,
Pavel Grachev, have encour-
aged Armenian attacks on
Azerbaijan, which is still
struggling to remain inde-
pendent of Moscow. Azerbai-
jan has announced that it will
soon sign a big oil-produc-
tion agreement with a West-
ern consortium, led by British
Petroleum.

ishes animal testing ... Ill
happily buy your products
again.” |
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THE Mayor of Paris, Jacques

Chirac, has dropped a lawsuit
against the weekly Nouvelle

Observateur over last week’s

cover photograph showing

him leaping over a turnstile
on the Métro underground.
The magazine apologised for
using the photo and the
words “Cheaters in France”
to illustrate the results of a
poll.

The picture had been taken
18 years ago, in the presence of
Métro officials, “as a joke”.

But some Western diplo-
mats in Baku believe that
Moscow may allow peace to
become established, due to
pressure from the West, eco-
nomic interests and even stra-
tegic worries. Most diplomats
expect a no-war, no-peace
situation between Azerbaijan
and Armenia, similar to that
on divided Cyprus.

The truth is that even if
Azeris were able to return to
their homes in Agdam,
Kelbedjar and Fuzuli, let
alone to their old villages in-
side Nagorny Karabakh,
nothing can ever be the same
again. Sources report that the
Armenians have systemati-
cally looted, blown up and
levelled to the ground all the
Azeri settlements .

Bardot bares her claws as L.oren turns to furs

ANOTHER humbling ex-
perience for John McEnroe.
The former tennis star and
his McBand served up a rock
performance that went over

like a double fault. The band, |

performing Rolling Stones
and Nirvana songs, got a luke-
warm reception at a nightclub
in Santa Margherita Ligure,
the first stop on a two-week
tour of Italy.

“In sports you can win or
lose,” a philosophical
McEnroe told La Repubblica.
“On stage it’s different, be-
cause you can get results
somewhere in the middle. I’'m
not afraid. This time I know
I’m not the best.”

‘Subversive’ Muslim
sect heads for ban

THE growth of al-Argam, a
mystical sect which expects a
Muslim messiah to arise soon
in Uzbekistan and lead Islam
into a new age, has south-east
Asian governments worried.
The most concerned is Malay-
sia, which says religious-af-
fairs ministers from the Asso-
ciation of South-East Asian
Nations (Asean) will consider
banning the movement when
they meet next week.

Since its foundation in
1968, al-Arqam has swelled to
100,000 members in Malaysia
and spread to most countries
in Asean. Orthodox Muslims
are scandalised by its teach-
ings, particularly the claim of
its charismatic leader, Ash-
aari Muhammad, to have had
a dialogue with the Prophet
Muhammad. The Malaysian
authorities, who banned the
group’s activities in govern-
ment offices in 1991, have
asked a council of religious
scholars whether it should be
stopped from propagating its

‘views, a move also being con-

sidered in Indonesia. Brunei
outlawed the sect some time
ago, while Singapore recently
deported Mr Ashaari.
Rapidly modernising
Asean governments are cer-
tainly disturbed by al-Arqam,
whose male followers wear
distinctive robes and turbans,
and in particular by their adu-
lation of Mr Ashaari. Proving
the movement is subversive,
as alleged by the Malaysian
Prime Minister, Mahathir
Mohammed, is less easy.
Kuala Lumpur first ex-
pressed alarm when 19 Malay-
sians belonging to al-Argam
were arrested at a funda-
mentalist demonstration in
Cairo. Dr Mahathir has ac-
cused civil servants, among
whom the sect is said to have
about 7,000 adherents, of
passing on classified informa-
tion to al-Argam, and a for-
mer member who was in the
Malaysian navy says Mr
Ashaari asked him to lead a
coup in 1986. From his new
base in a five-star hotel in the
Thai resort of Chiang Mai,
the cult leader denies that
claim. Malaysia’s govern-
ment-funded Islamic Centre
said the movement was train-
ing suicide squads in Bang-
kok, but backed down when
Thailand demanded proof.
Mr Ashaari, once an active
member of PAS, the Malay-
sian religious party, says he
has no political ambitions,
but teasingly adds that it
might be God’s will to make
him Prime Minister. Other
criticism concerns his lavish
life style — his movement’s
holding company last year de-

clared assets of £75m.

Perhaps the Arqam leader,
also an enthusiastic promoter
and practitioner of polygamy,
has more in common with
American televangelists like
Jim Bakker than with the aus-
tere mullahs who run under-

ground Islamic groups in the
Middle East.
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IN May President Bill Clin-
ton announced that trade
with China would no longer
be linked to human rights,
and monitoring groups say
Peking has lost no time in
cracking down. A report yes-
terday from Human Rights
Watch/Asia and Human
Rights in China said the gov-
ernment has begun a long-de-
layed trial of 15 labour and po-
litical organisers, and
published new regulations
giving the police greater pow-
ers to decide what constitutes
subversion.

The names of 17 activists
who have been detained in-
communicado since March
are also listed: in what the
two organisations say 15 “a
new and disturbing pattern”,
the authorities often deny ar-
resting opponents, which
means that they have in effect
disappeared. Heavy sentences
announced yesterday on five
Tibetan activists also give
point to the report’s conclu-
sion that: “The Chinese gov-
ernment appears to have
waited to act until it was clear
that intensified repression
would have no negative eco-
nomic consequences.”
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THERE is little sign that the
Indonesian government has
been deterred by the outcry at
home and abroad over its re-
cent closure of three political
weeklies. Several other publi-
cations, including Kompas,
the country’s leading daily,
have been warned to watch
their step. The newspaper’s
crime? Reporting on dem-
onstrations against the ban-
ning of the three magazines.

Raymond Whitaker
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' Highest Quality. Lowest Prices.

Rates featured are for a pre-paid 7 day leisure rental for the smallest car category. All are correct at time of printing.
They include unlimited mileage, Collison Damage Waiver (LDW in the USA), Theft Protection and local taxes
(except in the USA). Minimum age for rental is 25. Rates exclude airport charges where applicable. Rate featured for
Spain is for car rentals in Malaga, Alicante and Valencia. Hertz rents and leases Fords and other fine cars.

FLORIDA

365.00

CALIFORNIA £78.00

SPAIN

$96.00

MAJORCA

»108.00

PORTUGAL £108.00

FRANCE

$156.00

@herever
we challenge you to find a
lower price for a pre-paid 7

Simply call
travel agent or Hertz on:

London

Manchester

going,

you're

day rental.

@hatever your destination
you'll find the service you'd
expect from the world’s #1
car rental company.

@ur reservation centres
are open 7 days a week.

your local

0816791799
061 4991313

Rest of the UK 0345 555 888

You_re_ally can be confident in

FRENCH, SPANISH

GERMAN or ITALIAN
W

You get a much warmer response when you
travel and command more respect in business, iy
if you speak another language. It also helps

greatly with school progress.

In 3"

But many people are put offlearning a language RS

because they fear it takes too long, will be too

difficult or bluntly, will be boring.

Why? Because traditional methods have often
put too much emphasis on pure reading and
wnting. The common complaint is “I can read a

r

bit of French - but | can’t speak it.”

Accelerated Learning is a very different method,
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You
learn the way you learned English - through a
unique combination of seeing, hearing and

doing.

ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN

Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on
a unique video and repeating the phrases you
see on super titles, you learn key vocabulary
atching and imitating is how

quickly and easily.
you started to speak as a child.

Auditory Learning. You listen to a seriés of
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story
and motivated to hear what's next. The p
cover all the important situations you'll meet and
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natura

There are parts you can practise in the car and
even a part where the storﬁ is repeated to music,
the left brain (words &
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity).
The words become as easy to remember as a

a technique that involves

song.

Visual Learning. In }(our course the foreign
language has the English text immediately
alongside. It helps you absorb the words
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly ;
and memorably illustrated through "Memory
Maps'. When you recall the images, you recall

the words.

‘ SR Registered in England 1265110

The accelerated learning method

ACCELERATED LEARNING SYSTEMS LTD, 50 Aylesbury Rd., Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 SAH

s

spea

sense of achievement,

ays

way.

Total Involvement. There are dozens of games
and activities to get you using your new
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of thousands
of words from the very first day.

It's the unique multi-media combination that
engaﬁes your whole brain and gets you

ing confidently in such a short time. And
fluent communication gives you a wonderful

PROVE IT TO YOURSELF

We invite you to order with
this reassurance. We will not
process your cheque or credit
card for at least 15 days after

' we dispatch your course. If you
are not completely satisfied that this is the
fastest and most enjoyable™ way to learn a
language, simply return the programme and you
will have paid nothing. That's'how sure we are. :

*Il 15 important to enjoy your Coursa since motivation
and time spent natyrally atfect how fast you leam

eeks

months.”

THE METHOD WORKS

Education News says, “It's radically different -
there are so many features about it that
recommend it to the learner.” The Institute of
Bankers says, "Accelerated Learning is the new
competitive weapon.”

Mensa says, “It's revolutionary.” The Daily Mail
reported that “Children using Accelerated Learning
are racing ahead.” “The results are spectacular.”

BBC and ITV news recently reported on a school
where ten times more students using Accelerated
Learning Courses got top marks compared with
those using conventional courses.

Australian TV news reported “Astonishing
flugncy,” “They did two years work in three

Hundreds of companies for whom proficiency is
vital use Accelerated Learning for language and
general training - such as British Airports
Authority, Boeing, Boots. ESso,

BM, Kodak, ICI,

Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco, Nestle, Lloyds Bank etc.

TRIPLE |
BONUS |!

| | enclose my preferred method of payment (which will be

FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY

Can you really speak well in 31/, weeks? Yes,
the record so far was 31 hours of study to pass
the Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate.
Think what you could achieve in a month!
Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 243351
(24 hours) or use the coupon below.
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