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Peru Voters OK New Constitution
in Narrow Victory for President

m Latin Amerlica: Ballot
is seen as a plebiscite on
Fujimori’s first 3 years.
Narrower-than-expected
margin casts shadow on
his reelection bid.

By ADRIANA VON HAGEN
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

IMA, Peru—Voters approved a

new Peruvian constitution
Sunday, but the administration of
President Alberto Fujimori failed
to clinch the overwhelming victory
it had predicted only two weeks
ago, raising doubts over the out-
come of Fujimori’s expected bid for
reelection in 1995.

Preliminary exit polls by the
Lima polling firm Apoyo showed
55.3% in favor of the charter and
44.7% against. Official results will
be released later this week.

At a brief press conference Sun-
day night, Fujimori said: “I'm going
to try and find out the reasons why
45% voted ‘no.’. . . Undoubtedly a
percentage voted against the ref-
erendum because of disinformation

and distortions.”

An Oct. 14 poll indicated that
64% of the voters approved the
constitution, with 36% against.
Only days before the referendum,
however, approval for the consti-
tution had dropped to 59% and
prospective “no” votes had risen to
41%.

Fujimori has admitted that the
referendum was “transformed into
a plebiscite” on the first three
years of his five-year term rather
than reflecting opinion on the new
constitution, Indeed, surveys indi-
cate that few Peruvians have actu-
ally read the new charter. As a
result, analysts say the president
envisioned getting 70% of the
votes to match his similarly high
popularity rating.

The new constitution iz the
country’s 12th since independence
from Spain in 1821 and the first to
go to a referendum.

It goes into effect 134 years after
the April 5, 1992, seizure by Fuji-
mori of broad powers in a military-
backed “self-coup” that shut down
the Congress and suspended the
1979 constitution. Bowing to inter-
national pressure that condemned
his one-man rule, Fujimori called

elections for the Constituent Con-
gress that wrote the new constitu-
tion.

The referendum “closes a paren-
thesis that was opened April 5,”
said Jaime de Althaus, deputy
managing editor of the Lima news-

paper El Expreso. . . . It ends an
era and in that sense legitimizes
April5. . .’

Fujimori and his supporters ex-
pected to win by a much wider
margin, and last week the presi-
dent said a defeat at the polls
“would oblige me to resign. . . . It
would create a climate of political
instability, and the framework for
investments would be seriously
threatened.”

he new charter limits the role

of the state to basic services
and infrastructure and sets the
framework for a free-market
economy, in keeping with the lib-
eral reforms sweeping Latin
America.

Fujimori's detractors have ac-
cused the government of using
public funds to finance a nation-
wide advertising blitz whose jingle,
“Say ‘yes’ to the Peru you love,”
has saturated ihe airwaves since

Police belonging to an antl-terorist unit keep watch over a Lima polling station as residents line up to vote.

September.

A disparate opposition, com-
posed mostly of the right-of-cen-
ter Accion Popular, the populist
American Popular Revolutionary
Alliance and the left, could barely
muster a few flyers urging voters
to vote “no.”

“The ‘no’ campaign acted at a
more underground level, involving
a lot of rumors and personal con-
tacts, as then-candidate Alberto
Fujimori did in 1990,” said Apoyo

. polister Alfredo Torres.

In 1990, political neophyte Fuji-
mori trounced novelist Mario Var-
gas Llosa in runoff presidential
elections.

Fujimori relied on voters disillu-
sioned with traditional politics in a
word-of-mouth campaign that cat-
apulted him into the presidential
palace. Foremost among his sup-
porters were Peru’s estimated 1
million evangelical Christians.

Sunday, that same force helped

“turn voters against Fujimori.

“We
feel used and manipulated,” said
Caleb Meza, who heads Peru's
National Evangelical Council.

Meza and fellow church members
object to the establishment of the
death penalty in the new constitu-
tion and say that the provision on
presidential reelection, which for
the first time allows a president to
have consecutive terms, has trans-
formed Fujimori into “the incarna-
tion of a personal tyranny.”

Armenians Reportedly Burn String of Azerbaijan Villages

=® Caucasus: Tens of thousands have fled across a
perilous river into Iran, aid workers and refugees say.

By ALEXIS ROWELL
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

MISHLI, Azerbaijan—Armenian

troops pushing deeper into
Azerbaijan have burned a string of
villages and captured a major town
in recent days, forcing tens of
thousands of people across the
treacherous Araks River into Iran,
relief workers and refugees said
Sunday.

The eastward offensive, which
began about a week ago, marks the
resumption of a six-month cam-
paign to expand Armenian control
of the mountainous terrain sur-
rounding Nagorno-Karabakh, That
Armenian-populated enclave in-
side Azerbaifan is now under Ar-
menian control after 5% years of
ethnic warfare.

Armenians say the offensive is
aimed at clearing away Azerbaijani
artillery that might ‘threaten the
enclave. But civilians in the path of
the war testify that the advancing
troops have opened fire on them
and torched their modest rural
homes.

“The Armenians we;‘e'shelling
us as we were waiting to
cross the river,” said a 12-year-old
refugee who was separated from
his parents in the exodus and
identified himself only as Galid. “I
was very scared. I saw several

children my age swept away by the
current.” )

Galid is one of 25,000 refugees
who have crossed into Iran in
recent days, boarded trucks and
been shuttled eastward and back
across the border to a refugee tent
city near Imishli, in a safer part of
Azerbaijan. Relief agencies say an
additional 40,000 refugees are on
the way here at a rate of 5,000 per
day.

The latest offensive brings to
nearly 300,000 the number of
Azerbaijanis chased from their
homes since Karabakh Armenian
defense forces broke out of their
enclave and began seizing territory
to the west, south and east. Azer-
baijan and Iran contepd that the
Armenian army has joined the
offensive, which has grabbed about
20% of Azerbaijan’s territory.

On Friday, Armenian units cap-
tured Zangelan, the last major
town in southwestern Azerbaijan’s
highlands that had been controlled
by the dispirited Azerbaijani army.
Other units pushed the battlefront
eastward along the Araks:into
Azerbaijan’s southeastern lowlands
to a point 70 miles downstream
from the Armenian border.

Octay Rustamov, a 35-year-old
native of Zangelan, fled as the
Armenians arrived. After crossing
the river, he said, “I looked back
and saw my hometown burning in

U.N. Troops Reportedly Used
Brothel Run by Bosnia Serbs

By ROY GUTMAN
NEWSDAY

ARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovi-

na—U.N. peacekeepers in
Bosnia regularly visited a Serbian-
run brothel outside Sarajevo,
where some of them took sexual
advantage of Muslim and Croatian
women forced into prostitution,
according to Muslim witnesses and
the local Serbian commander.

Although the Bosnian govern-
ment charged repeatedly that Bos-
nian Serbs had set up a concentra-
tion camp at the same site, U.N.
peacekeepers neither investigated
the facility nor reported its exist-
ence to their superiors, according to
former prisoners and U.N. officials.

The visits occurred in the sum-
mer and autumn of 1992 at Sonja’s
Kon-Tiki, a restaurant-pension in
Vogosca, about six miles north of
Sarajevo, according to 12 Muslim
and three Serbian witnesses. A
U.N. investigation of alleged
black -marketeering and other im-
proprieties by U.N. personnel in
Sarajevo has been widened to in-
clude these allegations.

Sonja’s gained notoriety follow-
ing the capture and trial of Borislav
Herak, a Serbian soldier who was
sentenced to death by the Bosnian:
government in March for raping
and murdering Muslim and Croa-
tian women at Sonja’s during the!
summer of 1992, Herak testified at’
his trial that he visited Sonja’s two
to three times a - week, raping
women there. He said he had seen
U.N. personnel at Sonja’s once.

According to Branisiav Viaco,
the Bosnian Serb commander of
the camp from May to November,

1

1992, U.N. troops were frequent

visitors to Sonja’s.

“They came several times a
week while I was commandant,” he
said. He said they came for food
and drinks, to watch television,

“and they came for the girls too.”

Vlaco, who later became chief of
police in Vogosca, said that as
many as 50 U.N. peacekeepers
came to visit. The officers were
from Canada, New Zealand,
France, Ukraine and an African
country, he said. A member of the
self-styled Bosnian Serb govern-
ment and a restaurant employee
confirmed frequent visits.

Vlaco also ran the detention
camp in a half-buried bunker about
150 feet behind the restaurant,
where 80 to 100 people, mostly
Muslim men, were held in inhu-
mane conditions.

Survivors of the camp inter-
viewed by Newsday reported that
in the summer and autumn of 1992,
uniformed U.N. troops arrived on
U.N. transports and jeeps on six or
more occasions and entered the
restaurant. On some occasions the
camp survivors saw young women
being forced into U.N. armored
personnel carriers or civilian cars
that followed the U.N. vehicles to:
an unknown destination. Not once
did U.N. personnel investigate the
bunker, the witnesses said.

U.N. officials at U.N. headquar-
ters in Zagreb, Croatia, declined to
comment on the allegations.
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the distance.”

‘Widespread arson by the Arme-
nians was confirmed by Mahmoud
Said, chief of the U.N. mission in
Azerbaijan, who drove 20 miles
along the river on the Iranian side
Friday and Saturday.

“The Azerbaijani side of the
border was in flames,” he said.
Along that whole stretch of river-
bank, “we could see entire villages
burning just 500 meters from the
barbed wire.”

The offensive has upset a round
of peace efforts that intensified
after three-way talks in Moscow
among the presidents of Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Russia in early
October. But it has attracted little
outside attention, in part because of
a recent flare-up of civil war in
neighboring Georgia that prompted
Georgian leader Eduard A. Shev-
ardnadze to seek and get Russian
military intervention.

Azerbaijani President Geidar Al-
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iyev has also asked the Russian
army to help stop the Armenian
offensive, but Moscow has so far
offered only diplomacy. -

Iranian President Hashemi Raf-
sanjani, worried about the violence
along the border, brokered his own
cease-fire during a visit to Azer-
baijan last week, but it quickly
broke down. Iran has mounted a
major relief effort on Azerbaijani
soil, with assistance from the Office
of the U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees, Oxfam and other relief
agencies.

On Friday, Azerbaijan, Iran and
Turkey called for an urgent meet-
ing of the U.N. Security Council to
discuss the offensive. Azerbaijan
charged that 60,000 of its people
were cut off from the rest of the
country and faced *the threat of
being annihilated by bombardment
from Armenian artillery and ar-
mored units.”

rmenia responded that the of-

fensive being carried out by
the Karabakh defense forces was
of a “purely reciprocal nature” and
aimed at neutralizing movements
of Azerbaijani troops violating the
cease-fire.

By all evidence here, however,
the Azerbaijani army is in full
retreat. Azerbaijani television Sat-
urday showed a Cabinet official,
Leila Gadjieva, visiting the battle

front and criticizing soldiers for

their hasty withdrawal from Zan-
gelan. She said they allowed the
Armenians to seize “enough am-
munition for five wars.”
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