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URKEY urged the
- United Nations -yester-

" day to prevent Armenia
seizing the disputed en-
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh as
senior Azerbaijani officials con-
ceded they had lost control of
tS}llmslha , their last stronghold in

“The Armemans are in Shu-
sha. Fighting is going on. OQur
people are trying to liberate it,”

Vafa Gulizade, the Azerbaijani | Sh

president’s foreign policy ad-
viser, said.

Shusha is the main city on
the road connecting Nagorno-
Karabakh to Armenia. If .the
city, the Azerbaijani capital of
the mainly Armenian enclave.
falls, the chances of Arnenia’s
forcing a permanent corridor to.
the enclave would be incieased.
Food and arms supplies -weuld
be able to go through
unchecked.

-{ Suleyman

Turkey urges UN to stop Armema selzmg Karabakh

tending a summit ofAsian lead-
ers in the former Soviet repub-
lic of Turkmenistan, said that
Nagorno-Karabakh was inter-
nationally

longing to Azerbaijan, and that
“Turkey would not allow that to
be changed by force.

In a joint statement issued in
the Turkmen capital, Ashka-
bad, leaders from four repub-
lics as well as Turkey, Iran and
Pakistan, called on Armenian
forces' to withdraw. from
usha.

Azerbaijan first conceded the
loss of Shusha on Saturday, th
day after Armenia and Azerbai
jan signed, a“ ceasefiré agree--
‘mentin Tehran But its defence
ministry yesterxlay ql imng

every,halfhour There is

.ing in. Shitsha itself and alongk 3
the road ‘hetween Shusha’ and” :

War between Armenia and Lachm.

Azerbaijan has raised fears in
the West of a regional conflict
on religious lines. The United
Nations and the Conference on
Security ,and Co-operation in
Europe have both sent fact-find-
ing missions to Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, where more than 1,000
people have died. .
Armenian volunteers have
carried the brunt of the fight-

ing, but the Armenian govern-
ment denies official
involvement.

President Levon Ter-Petro-
sian of Armenia called Presi
dent Bush yesterday, while his
foreign minister made urgent
calls to Germany and Iran.

Turkey’s request for UN
action was contained in a letter
to the Security Council calling
on it to take ‘serious mea-
sures” to resolving the crisis.
The letter called for urgent

-4 Lachi ntheborderofN&
gorno-Karabakh and separa

from Armenia . proper..by:
sliver of land: only :six miles
wide. Aid agencies have repeat
edly called for an international
ﬁmdor to be pushed through

ere

The Ajerbaijani defence min-.
istry said Lachin was being
heavily bombarded from the
Goris region of Armenia.lt said
one Azerbaijani battalion had
been cut off in Shusha but four-
others had broken through to.

'l‘he ministry also .reported’

heavy fighting on the eastern.
edge of Nagorno-Karabakh:
around the town of It
said Agdam was being bom-
barded by Armenian forces. -

The fall of Shusha would al-.
most certainly be the turning
point in the four-year war.

The 'l‘urldsh prlme minlster.
Demirel, .who is at- |

.opposiﬁon Popular Front wait-" )

ing for news, not wanting to. be-

Heve Shusha had fallen. - -
e o onlos.

republic’s s

tary council on Saturday night

discussed whether to postpone

presidentidl elections due on

e Popular Front is agdinst
n

delay but its candidate, Abdul-

fez Aliyev, said he would . halt

his campaign while all ‘forces

were. ooneentmted on

Shusha. L

Gulizade conceded
the Popular Front had a strong’

chanceofbeingelecbedhothe .

:preeid cy.
.. “The': fall /of- Shusha would
'deepen the; pc!ltical ‘crisis
Here;” he declarved: “Theré is 1o

- Last, thémimstw ;i lstabilityofpowerin.therepub-
| “The gituation is chanfi gx‘: :

dicatthemoment.” DR
Gulizade was in Tehran

Melit’ was

Iran s’ mediation effort which
‘has, until now, seemed the most
promising of the various inter-
national missions. “If Shusha is
lost, it is all over.”

Iranian proposals reflected
Armenia’s position, he said,
warning Tehran that one side
m this would boomerang.

“Iran’s wrong position on Ka-
rabakh will bring an explosion
inside Iran from its own Azer-
baxjam populahon.” he said He

antl-'l‘urkish posntion", with
wanting to bring Iranian funda-
mentalism to Azerbaijan.

. He also rejected the wide-
spread view in Baku that Azer-
baijan had become a victim of
outside powers. He said Russia
was givmg weapons to

Armenia.

Tajik talks go on
despite killings

action and is thought to'seek a | Azerbaijan has already ceded
ceasefire enforced by the UN. control of all but a few villages.
Nato agonises

over German

choice for

air command

David Fairhall In Brussels . Agencies in Dushanbe

T st o | e e e |

to command Nato’s rapid reac-
tion air forces is obliging de-
fence ministers to confront pub-
licly the sensitive question of
Germany’s longer-term mili-

tary ambitions

The -point ot‘ the rapid reac-
tion forces, both* ground and
air, is that they must be ready
to move at short notice to any
corner of the alliance’s terri-
tory, whether northern Norway
or eastern Turkey. %ex are jn-
creasingly seen as thé military
framework within which a
selected" allied for¢e might be
assembled to operate “out of
area” — perhaps in the Guif —
under UN or EC auspices. |

In that situation,-as in the
Gulf war, the. first ‘to be de
ployed would probably: be air
defence squadrons followed by
strike aircraft capable of in-
stant retaliation. But as the
Gulf war showed, Germany is
deeply inhibited about any mili-
tary adventure that reaches
even obliquely- beyond Nato’s
boundaries, and for historical
reasons some of- its allies ap-
plaud such caution.

German minesweepers were
eventually deployed in the Gulf
and reinforcements were sent
to Turkey; but onlyafter much
political and constitutional
debate.

From that point of view, a
German hardly seems the best
choice for the air forces that are
to support Nato’s ground forces
— the multinational Rapid
Reaction Corps. But since a
British general is to command
the force, it would be virtually
impossible for the defence sec-
retary, Malcolm Rifkind, to op-
pose the appointment of a Ger-
man to head the supporting air
forces. The proposal is expected
to be confirmed at a meeting of
Nato defence ministers in Brus-
sels later this month.

The rapid reaction air forces
will have their headquarters at
Ramstein in south-western Ger-
many. The British contribution
is likely to be about 80 combat
planes. The American air force
will also contribute substantial
numbers, although its Euro-
pean arm — which also has its
headquarters at Ramstein — is
running down its combat
strength from more than 600
planes to about 230, with the
closure of several bases in that

part of Germany as well as in
Britain and Spain.
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Guardian Museum
Voucher

0000000000000 00 20000000000

£1 off admission (adults) plus
50p off adniission
for children An Exhibition of
Paintings From The
Quif War By John Keane,
Britain's Official.Gulf War
Artist, at The Imperial
War Museum, Lambeth
Road, SE1.
l Open-10am- 6 pm,
daily. 1 person-pius
one chiid per voucher

serio lyw
‘and+ oppbsition leaders were

.city’s central mosque, having

. radio said the deaths and inju-

stan opened fire on a
crowd in the capital Dushanbe
yesterday. Tajik-television said
there were elgtlliéd dead and 12
een government

suspended because of the vio-
lence. Opposition leaders ear-
lier-stormed out after hearing
of the shooting, but later
resumed the negotiations.

. A Reuter correspondent saw
three bodies covered in white
blankets in the forecourt of the

been taken there by ambulance,

Guards- said relatives had

removed a fourth body.
Opposxtion-controlled Tajik

ries happened when police fired
automatic weapons at a peace-
ful procession.

Interfax news. agent:y uoted
General Anatoly Martovitsky.
head of Tajikistan's national
border guards, as saying a
crowd of armed people had
tried to break into the KGB
building, where some govern-
ment officials have been hiding
since the conservative leader-
ship collapsed last week.

Police fired warning shots in
the air, but when shots were
returned fired directly into the
crowd, which scattered, Gen
Martovitsky said. There were
dead and wounded on both
sides, he added.

The shooting shattered a
brief period of calm which fol-

lowed Thursday’s victory by
Muslim and democratic forces
protesting against the
government;! -

“There was an exchange of
fire. They started shooting at
peaceful people,” said a man in
'camouflage t‘atigues :~Blood+
seeped through his fingers as
he held a wounded thigh.

Sporadic gunfire, including
the loud blast of a grenade
launcher, echoed through the
streets after the initial shoot-
ing. Forces loyal to the opposi-
tion kept their distance from
the KGB building.

Ambulances raced along a
central thoroughfare to. the
mosque, passing through Shok-
hidon Square where anti-com-.

| munist demonstrators have

been rallying for the past six
weeks.

It was not clear if President

Rakhmon Nabiyev, resisting
calls for his regignation, was in
the KGB headquarters at the
time of the shooting or at the
negotiations which were gotng
on with the opposition.
@ Attempts to garner regional
economic support for Muslim
former Soviet republics stum-
bled yesterday, apparently
under the weight of competition
between Turkey and Iran. The
five republics, seeking a new
political alliance as Russia
looks westwards, ended a two-
day conference with no appar-
ent gains.

Draft agreements presented
by Turkmenistan outlining
Turkish and Iranian financial
support for key projects were
dropped or gutted in a
seven hours of X .

Irish cardinal says bishop scandal
causing ‘great pain to all of us’

Joe Joyce in Dublin

'HE head of the Roman

Catholic church in Ire-
land, Cardinal Cathal Daly,
said yesterday that he knew
nothing about one of his
bishops having an affair and
fathering a child before the
matter became public last
week.

The cardinal also defended
celibacy, which he said was
“a positive thing ... an en.
richment of one’s ministry”.

Cardinal Daly described
the scandal as a “‘deep wound
and very great pain to all of
us”. But he emphasised that
the church was bigger than
any bishop.

“We are all so fallible, and
we are all 30 weak, and we
just rely on the grace and
mercy of God. He is never
closer to us than at times of
trial and darkness like this.”

Prayers for Dr Eamonn Ca-
sey were said at masses
throughout his former dio-
cese in Galway as pressure
increased on him to tell his
side of the story after a wom-
an in Connecticut said she
had become pregnant by the
churchman in 1973. His for-
mer press officer as bishop of

Kerry, Frank Lewis, was

among those who called on
him to speak out.

Dr Casey’s whereabouts are
unknown. He flew to New
York last week when the
story broke and before Annie
Murphy and her 17-year-old
son, Peter, spoke openly
about their relationship. Un-
confirmed reports suggest he
may have gone on to South
America to begin the mission-
ary work he referred to in his
resignation statement.

The avrchbishop of Tuam,
Joseph Cassidy, said that Dr
Casey must be blamed in so
far as he was guilty; but ‘“he
must not be crucified

Meanwhile, there was far-
ther bad news for the church
and its opposition to
abortion with a weekend
opinion poll in Ireland show-
ing that 73 per cent of those
questioned supported
women’s rights to travel
abroad for legal abortions
and to receive information
about abortion services.

The poll by Irish Market-
ing Surveys in the Irish Inde-
pendent also found that
61 per cent supported the
European Community’s
Maastricht treaty in spite of
calls by the “pro life” lobby
for a “no” vote on ratifying
the treaty.
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(ceasefire'agree:
was’ aigried’ after. thé Ar- |
ﬁed' lnlenian attack on Shusha was
N underw
“Mr Gulizade spoke bitterly of | |

Last stand . . . The shell of a building in Shusha, the sole remaining Azerbaijani stronghold in Nagorno-Karabakh, which reportedly fell to Armenian forces

US aid squeeze urged on ‘terror weapons’

Simon Tisdall on plans by the Democrats to
penalise states putting bombs before bread

EMOCRATS in Congress

are proposing a drastic

remedy for the world-
wide proliferation of nuclear,
chemical, and biological wea-
pons and "missiles.

Legislation now before the
House of Representatives
would. halt all United S
funding of. the International
Monetary Fund, World: Bank,
and other multilateral develop-
ment agencies unless all’coun-
tries receiving aid from such-in-
stitutions agreed to abide by
existing mtemational non-pro-

liferation agreements

The bill would also Prevent'|”
the US ExportImport. Bank
from assisting countries which
are producing, or seeking to
produce, weapons-of mass de-
struction. The measure is
strongly opposed by the Bush
administration.

According to the Central In-
telligence Agency, more than 20
countries possess or- are devel-
oping nuclear, chemical or. bio-
logical weapons and the means
to deliver them. Introducing the
bill at a hearing of the House

banking committee last Friday,
Henry Gonzalez, a Democrat,
suggested that the Bush admin-
istration could not be trusted to
take adequate measures to
counter the spread
of nuclear and other weapons”
threatening global security.
 In the case of Irag, Mr Gonza-
lez said, “our own government
allowed " 1 to help finance
terror h;vé ons that easils;
n used agains
our own soldiers"

In additién, “the Iragi gov- | Bank

ernment was able to obtain . . .

the techno and know-how
* produce " its
rocuring so-called

umpons by)
logy and mate-
rials from the US and our Euro-

?ean neighbours, including the -
ormer

Soviet Union as well as
Argentina, China and North
Korea.”

Mr Gonzalez noted that the
World Bank president, Lewis
Preston, had already ques-
tioned whether financial assis-
tance to countries spending 35
to 40 per cent of their budgets
on arms “was an appropriate

use for [World Bank] funds”.

But a Republican committee

-member, Doug- Bereuter, ar-

“that the bill, if enacted,
“would create. more . problems
than solutions”, have a
strongly negative impact on the
former Soviet republics, for ex-
ample, and would “penalise US
exporters’.

Speaking in favour of the bill,
Gary Milhollin of the mdepen-
"dent Wisconsin Project on Nu-
clear Arms Control said aid
recipients must “choose be-
tween bombs and breakfast”:
Professor Milhollin cited the
case of India, which received
more than szbillion in World
loans in 1991 and has
received over $37 billion in

also recgived more

3 oWh™ 'tﬁiﬁ"& nnrnmmmbaﬁs

Yo “India is an fannual}

running

trade deficit of $8 billion, which
‘must-be added to' the interest
payments on its $70 billion for-
eign debt,” Prof Milhollin told
the committee. “Yet India is
still spending over $9 billion per
year on defence.”

India was, for instance, plan-
ning to spend $200 million to
import rocket technology from
Russia in violation of the Mis-

sile Technology Control Regime

Peepers fail to prevent

forced expulsions in Croatia

Yigal Chazan in Belgrade -

ROATS Ruthenians and
ethnic Hungaﬁans Hving
in UN-protected zones of
eastern Croatia are being ex-
pelled tl;y ligbt extrelzmists
apparently nt on clearing
the area of other ethnic groups.
Representatives in Belgrade
of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees say that in the past
two months more than 1,000 vil-
lagers in eastern Slavonia have
been rounded up at gunpoint

final { and ordered out of the region.

Thousands more are being sub-
jected to intimidation in neigh-

uring Baranja.

Much of eastern Croatia was
captured by the Serb-led federal
army during the civil war. Al-
though the area has since been
divided into UN-protected
zones, Serbs continue to hold
political and military control.

UNHCR officials have pro-
tested to the local Serbian au-
thorities, who claimed civilians
have signed documents saying
they are leaving voluntarily.

“There’s clear evidence that

Maggie Davis

OMEN in Sweden who are

by violent ex-

husbands and boyfriends will

soon have personal bodyguards

assigned to them by the police.

The government has put aside

10 million crowns (about £1 mil-
lion) for the scheme.

Five areas have been selected
to take part in a trial, which
will help police decide how best
to put the idea into practice. A
police spokesman, Leif Jennek-
vist, said bodyguards would ac-
company the women to and
from work and social events.

Violence against women by
former husbands and boy-
friends is a growing problem in
Sweden. Police have already
provided bodyguards for five
women after their ex-partners
escaped from prison.

have been expelled
so far, although we fear that the
real figure is much higher,” a
senior UNHCR official said.
Typically they were given no
more than a few hours to pack
their belongings before being
put on buses, driven to the pe-
rimeter of the UN-protected
zone and ordered to cross into
Croatian-held territory.

Relief agencies believe the ex-
pulsions are probably being
carried out by embittered Serb
refugees from other of
Croatia. “In eastern Slavonia
there are many displaced
people whose homes were de-
stroyed by Croatian forces,”
said one aid worker. “Their ex-
periences radicalise them and
they are now after revenge.”

Peacekeeping troops and UN
civilian police in the region
have been hard-pressed to stop
the expulsions because they are
carried out so swiftly.

“We rarely get advance warn-
ing of these operations,” said
Jim Lubin, the UN's chief civil
affairs officer for the sector.
“The perpetrators have lists of

1,200 Croats; Ruthenians and
Hungarians

If the scheme fails, it is likely
to be on the grounds of expense.
A woman seeking protection
from a particularly violent man
could be assigned up to three
bodyguards, costing 25,000
crowns (£2,500) a day. Aslightly
cheaper option is to allow th
woman, or her bodyguard

carrTy a gun.

A large security flrm, Par-
tena, is likely to get most ‘of the
contracts.

Mr Jennekvist said police
had to provide protection for
women at risk because it was
not always possible to press
charges and incarcerate the
offender.

“The offence might have
taken the form of threats, or a
man following a woman.
There's not enough evidence to
put the person in custody. In a
civilised country, you can't sen-
tence somebody for a crime

civilians. They are put ommim
buses or coaches whichi-pass
through road blocks with no
questions ask ’

Mr Lubin said heightened UN
vigilance should thwart further
expulsions, but warned that in-
timidation was difficult to:pre-
vent. “We are doing our t to
help the victims by se up
safe-haven shelters and in-
creasing patrols, but there
aren’t enough men to protect
everyone.” .

UN officials hope tlie with-
drawal of the federal army and
the disbanding of local Serbian
militias under the second phase
of the peace plan will further

curb intimidation and put a | sanj

halt to expulsions.

Mr .Lubin is less optimistic
about the early repatrlation of
the tens of thousands, mainly
Croats and ethnic Hungarians,
who fled the region last year,
since many of their homes were
either destroyed or have been
occupied by Serb refugees.

“The Croatian authorities are
eager to return people to the
area, but the issue of housing

will take some time to resolve.”

S\Medes to try guard scheme for women atrisk

which they might eommit inthe
future.”

Sweden has no legal equiva-
lent to injunctions or restrain-
ing orders. Caroline McKinlay
of the Women's Aid Federation
of England, which provides
refuges for battered women,

.{ sald she was not overly im-

pressed with the Swedish idea.
“lt’s a rather impractical move,
and it would limit the women'’s
freedom to move around.”

She noted that the Law Com-
mission has just recommended
that injunctions be strength-
ened. These are imposed by the
courts, and prevent a man go-
ing too near a woman or her
home. “The way to move for-
ward is to have powers of arrest
automatically attached to in-
junctions. Then the police can
intervene as soon as necessary,
and they themselves will
able to protect women.”

| tions fi US policy fow:

— a key non-proliferation
agreement, he said.

“Where will India get the
money? From foreigh aid. If we
.continue to shovel forelgn ex-
change into India while it is
making bombs and missiles, we
are simply bankro its drive
to become a mini nuclear super-
power.”

Prof Milhollin pomted to pa-
rallels between US support for
Iraq before the Gulf war, and
Washington’s aid programme
to Pakistan. “Strangely enough,
the aid flowed until Pakistan
was actually able to assemble a
nuclear device, at which point
we cut them off. One can won-
der at the eﬂ'ectiveness of such

apolicy.

He also noted the co a’% c-
rael: “It is not easy to convince.
the Islamic countries that they-

technologies, were “relatively
inexpensive”. Such weapons
were increasingly.easy to pro-
duce indigenously,” or by im-
ports of dual-use equipment —
that is, material that could have
commercial as well'as military
applications.

Measures such as “defence al-
hances and US security guaran-
tees for countries. which re-
nounced weapons of mass
destruction should be consid-
eréd, Dr Bailey said. -

The Bush administration has
mounted a determined effort to
kill the House bill. Representa-
tives of the state department,
the Pentagon, the Federal Re-
serve, and the treasury all told
the committee that the lmking
3%«11& of.

ent agencie: mem-
bers’ adherence:to non rolifer-
ation -would - be~édunter-

don’t need nuclear wea ns, -productiv

chemical ‘weapons, and
range missiles when Israel has
all three with our apparent
blessing.”

Kathleen Bailey of the inde-
pendent National Institute for
Public Policy told the commit-
tee that international efforts to
tighten export controls were
failing because chemical and

biological weapons, and missile

News in brief

PM links Reagan
to recession

The new French prime minis-
ter, Pierre Bérégovoy, yester-
day blamed mismanagement of
the US economy by the Reagan
administration for the subse-
quent international recession.

S on the eve of a
meeting in Washington be-
tween the French foreign min
ister, Roland Dumas, and Presi-
dent Bush, Mr Bérégovoy said
that the rest of the world was
paying for “the excessive size of
the American debt and the
over-importance of the dol-
lay”. — AP,

Radicals routed
Supporters of the Iranian Presi-
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf
ani’s moderate economic
and foreign policy were head-
ing for a landslide victory over
their radical rivals in parlia-
mentary elections held on Fri-
day, interim results showed
yesterday. — Reuter.

Lava threat looms
After a two-week pause, lava
from Mount Etna spilled over
the last of the barriers built in
its path outside the town of Zaf-
ferana Etnea yesterday. The
lava flow is now 800 yards from
the town, and moving at about
13 feet an hour. — AP,

Kurds killed

Security forces kllled 12 Kurd-
ish guerrillas and captured two
others in south-eastern Turkey.
The victims belonged to the out-
lawed Kurdish Labour Party,
which has fought.for self-rule
in the region since 1984. — AP.

Referendum call
Swiss pacifists said yesterday

that in 12 days they have gath-

"“The intemationa’l“institu-
tions were established with
strong US support and have ef-
fectively advanced US interests
throughout the world,” the
treasury deparhment’s Barry
Newman told the committee.
Such linkage would “seriously
erode” the institutions’ ability
to “fulfill their responsibilities
in the world economy”.
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ered the 100,000 signatures
needed to force a referendum
on the purchase of 34 jet fight-
ers. They intend to demand a
vote on December 6. — Reuter.

Mine death toll

Rescue teams yesterday found
the bodies of 11 of 26 coal min-
ers trapped by a methane gas
explosion a mile underground
at Stellarton, in Nova Scotia,
Canada. The men had been
killed instantly. The search was
continuing for 15 missing men
despite dangerous levels of
methane and carbon monoxide
in the mine. — Reuter.

Monarchist raily
Several thousand Romanians
demonstrated yesterday in Bu-
charest to call for the return of
the exiled King Michael, aged
70, who visited the country for
the first time in 45 years two
weeks ago, writes Chris Stephen
in Bucharest. May 10 is the an-
niversary of the coronation of
his great grandfather, Carol 1,
in 1881 when the Romanian
monarchy was established. .

Pleoa to cut ald

Malawian opposition groups,
which accuse the government
of brutality in riots which
resulted in the deaths of up to
38 people, called on the west
yesterday to suspend aid pay-
ments. Officials from donor
countries are due to meet in
Paris today to discuss Malawi’
crisis. — Reuter.

Singer dies

The veteran American cabaret
and jazz singer, Sylvia Syms,
collapsed and died after an ap-
parent heart attack during a
performance yesterday at a
New York hotel. Aged 74, the
self-taught contralto’s career
spanned more than half a cen-
tury. — Reuter.
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