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Ailing Gun Industry Confronts

Glut of Violence

Outrage Over

Hurt by Used Market, Makers Search for Buyers

By ERIK ECKHOLM

Improbablo as it may secm al a lkme
of escalalmg drug ars and sensehess
schoolyard shootoins, the American
pun inchsiry is staggering alier a de-
cade of slggish salks

This is mot 10 say (Ral gres are obout
10 become scarce, n each of the last
several years, four million 1o five mil-
lion Nirearms = inchoding (%o millson
handguns = were added 1o a ¥asl civil-
inn gun supply beliered to todal close w
200 million. And through the industry s
recegsion o few companees  have
thrived by selling hundreds of thow-
samds af $M0, pockel-sized pistols each
year 1o frightened peopde [or self-pro-
tection, amnd semetisees 0 criminals,

But tolal sales of rifles. shouguns,
pistols amd revolvers peaked back in
1573, at more than §ix million. And s0
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the gun companies, in ihe besl corpo-
FELE FNANHECT, oW seek 10 entice mare
pecple o buy guns, and those who
already own itnem o buy mare.

Just a Busimss®
An ordinary corporate goal — and
o thal irrecoscilably colldes wilth
it groWinE SENSE AMONE mamy Ameri-
cans of & nation hieeding from an over-
supply of Tirepower.

That chash of perapeclives 6 pErbbps
the masi startling corirast in the world
of Americas 208 millson gums. The gun
siory includes beer-can plinkers in the
Arigpona desert, deer humiers in Mame=
and Walter Moy commandss in Mi-
ami who unwind by shooting paramibi-
Ly aseaull wonpons. 11 nclades Con-
necticwl crafismen who el fime sho-

_| puns, crooked Indiana dealers sho fun-

nel weapons 10 Chicago®s drug-selling
gangs, the Bronx storekesper who
keeps o pisiol under the couder and
ihe Brooklyn ieen-ager who lnsi menth
shot 1wo classmates dead in a high
schood hallway wiih a .28 revolver.

Howewer Americh’s guns are altie
maiely used, their slaory begins wiith
the compandes ihai make them. He-
wersd a5 a bulwark of American free-
dom, reviled as accomplices in mur-
der, gun makers just wani o sell their
producis, like any otbher business.

A& Tow Diaerabbe Caod

While recession, public hostiliy, &
decline in hunting and s competition
from Imporis have all hurt sales, the
industry s noew
aboar o, 1 L
s prodocts lasl 100 leng. Producers
winder whither the American marhel
is Tinally perting ssturabed,

et woliel up 10 che fact that
these guns are nol WEaring out, and
uaed puni are commpeling Wilh our nee
production,” said Willlam B, Ruger Sr.,
chairman of Sturm, Buger & Commpany
of Southport, Comn., 8 leading manafac-

wurer of handguns and rifles, “Peopls)
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weekend before “Super Tuesday.”
received a blessing from the Fev. Paul Maron at a

By ROBIN TONER
e iaing Tho Mew Yors Tores

MIAMI, March 7T — With hiz sharp-
2= pitacks you, Iormer Senaior Paul K.
Tsongas s batiling vo contain Gov. Ball
‘Chinton &= the rece for the Democratic
nominaiion roars crwand the Soathern-
dominated  primary  EXIFRVARGENEE
Ko @i ¢ Super Tuesday.™

‘O ehee Tinal weskend before § ) srales
Ve in primarkes and caucuies, pro-
diszing eore thas a fifik al the pledged
delegatin 1o b Dermodralic Nalional
Conventim, Mr, Tsongas and Mr. Clis-
tom emgaged in A biter exchange cver
whir was distorisg whose record.

Mr. T=ongas, wha arrived in Florida
this weetend and accused Mr. Clinlon
of being “cynical and wnprincipled,™
assailed b Arkonsas Qovernos aguin

are buying guns for hall the money. [

ey, even while ackreslediing tha o

nging his campaign to Louisiana on the last

Gowe, Bill Clintan
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him the Rev. T.]. Jemiso
right, Represenative Willi
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A Scramble for Delegates
by Clinton and Teongas
in Southern Contests

The exchanpe demonsiraies ihe m-
wensiy of the Democragic race as i
becames a grueling, airporil-to-airport,
crags-country scramble for delegaces.
M. Tsongas says thad ke *just wanis
10 b percciviad as doing well'” on Super
Tsesday, and his aides Lalik of & “ silver
madal™ giraiegy n the rogion. Bul he
clearly would like vo rattle Mr. Clinton
im his home tarf, belars the fRce Mo
north agaim o the critical stales af
wichagan and [ilinis, which bold pri-
Enaries on Mardh 17,
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Ethnic War in the Caucasus
Finds New Depths of Carnage

By FRAMCIS K. CLINES
Tpevisd in Tar Hee Vs T eves

AGDAM, Azerbaijan, March § — As
Hadjuyuy  Hakhveoly  wasbes e
carpses of gunshot dhildren and muti-
lared adults hers at the valley mosgue,
all the despair and defear of Azerbaijan
seeme & Basd in bl mindsirations af-
ter four years of undeclared war with
Armenia cver The disputed eaclave of
Magorne-Karabakh

"] have cleaned 10 gince Feb 267
said the mosque warker, aghis a8 he
wrapped for barial another decapilat-
od male corpse fresh from the war
betwesn Armenians and Azerbaijanis,
which appears (o be sefting new stand-

enclave iokd ol 1ank Barrapes, [amilbes
deatroyed by poini-blank gunfice, &f
Iooding, rape and hosiage taking. This
Is a plague of terrors heard as well
from assaulted Armenian villages, bui
lately with helghtened death odls and
henvier military assaults.

“We are defeared now,” sald Elshad
Gulayev, am Arerbadjon matonalist
puerrilla who poams the frong line ol
Arerbaijan villages surrounding the
enclave, whens tank, rocker ned artil-
lery barrages have become commson-

Cantinwed om Poge M, Column 3

eould prove coumlerproductive n ithe
fall. “Wo're only helping George
Hush,” Nr, Teofgas aaid, “Ruol this @9
ooy G whio lights back'" Michael 5,
Dmikakis, ihe 1988 Democralic nomdnes,
wag widely derided in ibe party for not
counterirg Republican atiacks

Climvan Algacks Back

Mr. Climon, for his part, knocked ihe
charge o pandering back al Mr. Tson-
Bas, BSsCrng that hie had shified his
pasitkon on Soclal Security cost-ofdiv.
mg adjumimenis 1o appeal @ alderly
WAlETR I FIDFA, |Fage 4, SR
Caradindg hiokd A priomary Wday, and Me.
Clinten won wilh 8 percem of the vole
Presiden) Bush won ke Repablican
primeary handily. | Page 36|

There were aléo caucuses in Arizona
and Wyoming, but ik Democroisc bai-
tle was centered bere in Flonda, s
ond only io Tesss in the sumber o
delegaie: ot stake on Tuesday. It is
also the place where the former Senas
wor from Massarhusells hapes 1o knock
i mojor dent in Mr, Clinlon's Southern
rn sz,

capitalize i the fullest on o day tailor-

| Comiing

Clintons Joined S.& L
In an Ozark Real-Es

By JEFFGERTH
Epereial iy The R Yark Times

WASHINGTON, March T — Rill Clin-
ton and his wile were business partners
WHIR LN OWNEr 08 & Dad g savings and
lcan associntion thal was subject io

Mr. Mel
el of hi
lerviews it
| mecount, sl

slabe regulation aarly in his tenere as | relaied

Covermor of Arkansas, records show.
The parinerdhip, & real estaie joinc
uri 1hat was developing land in the
Ozarks, mvolved the Climons and
Jamen B, McDougal, a former Climos
aide lurned developer. It siaried is
1978, and at limes money from Mr
MeDougal's savings and kae wos wsad
1o subsidize i The carparslion comin-
s to this day, bul does nol appear o
b acvive.

ards for carnage amd & “Some
are s0 Drokem, bu we must bury
therm,™
Azerbpijan appears o be sing (ke
communal war a8 hagerne-Karabakh
bodls over cnce aghn and thi Arroe-
nean majority in iheenclave continues
1o prevall in it cam paign o wresl iolal
selfl-government from Azerbaijan
Gaveramant Collapses
The Azerbaljan Goeermmesnl in Baku
was in a state of collapse this week
bocause of ihe public's cutrage over s
inahility to protect e scores of Azer.
baijanis killed in an Armendan guerrils
Il anack on Khajaly, a ciny 10 miles
sonithwest of here offering comiral of
e alrpart o e enclava's caphal,
Swepanakert
JAya: Miaalibos, President of
Azerbaijan, resghed Friday ander
criticis=m of his abamy o cantral Che
violenoe in Magorne-Karabakh.]
Survivors who crewled through 1he
woods 1o ihis town jusl oulside the

Israell Official Slain in Turkey

A car bomb killed ar laraeli dipbamal
im Ankara, Turkey. Callors 1o @ fowa-
paper saymg Lhey represented wo
Islambc groups took responsibality for
the slaving, one =aging § was "an
answer o the Israels.” Page |1

Law Firm Tries (o Settle

Mear collag Koy, Schoder. Fier-
man, Hays & HandWlr saye ellors 1o
frones s assss have forced i oo seek
A deal n o8 case nvelving Lincaln
Savings and Loan. Page X1

Maws

Obituarles, Page
Waather, Page 47
Radio, Late TV, Page G0
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By DAVID JOHNSTIN
Sprcval 1 T e Yl 1 Emw
WASHINGTON. March 7
Three ¥ears ago the Ceniral Intedli-
Eence Apency gave 5 Peter Kar-
Iow @ small bronze medsl, a eiia-
tion I & bue eathereis birder
ard a check for close oo 3568,000. I
was ihe agency’s way ol sayang
there had been o terribée mistake,
More than 1wo decades carleer,
the CULLA- had falsely beamded Mr.
KAFHMY &5 i SUSPECICO MO, 0 SpY
within Lhe agency's ranks. 1
wialked Sown ihe street and o fhoes
o i Tl ol (i rood and landed an
e, Mr. Karlow, whe is now 71
yoarg ol and lives m Morbhorn
Calilormin, sasl in an iSErew,

His case, amd those of oiher
agency employess who became
viciims of the agency's hums lor
mioles in the 1560's and carly
1870's, are delalled in & book by
Dhavwid Wise, '“Molebium @ the Secret
Senrch For Tradors That Shat-
rered ihe COLA” The book will be
puiblished by Random Howuse an

| March 18

Infs Professional Exibke

Aler 18 years of reseanch and
enre than G50 inberviews, Mr, Wises
wrllgs thar 1he agency paid Mr.
Harkow and two olther formeer em-
ployess @ ol of more than
§T00.000 Lo compensate ihem for
lavwing wrongly accused them of
dislevalhy. The paymenis were
ridde under on sbsoure law that
became known within the agency
as the “Mole Reliel Aol

Paul Garbler, the CLAs firsi
sation chicl im Mescow, who alss

C.L.A. Dug for Moles but Buried the Loyal

Jirs w1k The Few Fgek Times

5. Peter Karlow, who was mistakenly branded a spy by the CLA.

—

roeeived a paymen from ke agen-
EY. pewl yoars in prodessionsl ex-
it ofier he was suspecied of being
a mole Richard Kovich, who re
erulled Sovien spies for the C0LA.
umlil his career slid into limbo, &lso
recEivid compensation. Thres olh-
er unideniiflied ClLA. employess
SOUghl EyIMETis, DAl [RE Bgency

e

rijecied their chalms.

Mark Mansfield, 2 C.1LA. spokes-
mnm, sasl officials declined 19 cam-
Nt on Mr. Wise's bl gayving
ihey had mel et seen B Dol M
Manshcll added, “Several agency
emplovees did recolve compensa-
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